
 

Friends of the Maidstone Day Centre in thought and word and deed. 
 

Friends of Maidstone Day Centre (FOMDC) has been formed to support the charity in their 

work with homeless and vulnerable in Maidstone. It has been an interesting evolution as to 

how the inaugural committee and members of the Friends of Maidstone Day Centre, have 

come to be here. 
 

Around three years ago a local parish church planted a new café style congregation into a 

nearby school hall under the Church of England‟s „Fresh Expression‟ initiative.  The main 

aim was to engage those who wouldn‟t normally attend a traditional style church. With some 

initial success, this project came to a natural conclusion after a year.  
 

However, some of the original members wanted to continue to meet and explore the concept 

of involvement in the community further so they talked to friends and colleagues and started 

to build a small community of like-minded people.  After a while this group had established 

an identity, based on a set of shared values and a desire to practically live out their faith by 

doing something to help within the local community. This led them to making contact with 

the Maidstone Day Centre and offering to help in any way they could. Some of the first jobs 

were to collect and sort food donations from local supermarkets which had been donated by 

customers to the Kent Messenger‟s Christmas Appeal. The Day Centre staff  were delighted 

with the extra pairs of hands at a very busy time of year when they still had to cope with their 

everyday work with homeless men and women. It was the start of what has become a very 

special partnership. 
 

During this time, and having variously been known as “MDC Ninja‟s” or “Richard‟s lot”, we 

named ourselves HOST and came under the care of The Church of England in the Maidstone 

Deanery as a network church plant within the Fresh Expression movement.  
 

This brings us up to date and approximately 18 months after the initial contact was made we 

were approached by MDC to help form the Friends of Maidstone Day Centre which is 

officially launched today, 7
th

 June 2011. 
 

HOST is an open Christian community and welcomes anyone who wishes to join us in 

sharing a meal on Wednesday evenings but more importantly, we welcome anyone who 

wishes to join us in supporting Maidstone Day Centre as part of the FOMDC. Some members 

of HOST form the inaugural committee of the Friends of Maidstone Day Centre which is as 

follows: President – Mike Fitzgerald, Chair – Richard Leech, Vice-Chair – Simon Hardwick, 

Treasurer – Michelle Rodman, Secretary – Cathy Leech.(extraordinary!)Members – Tuula 

Davis, Paul Rodman, Glenda Lambert and Gloria.  

 
For further information about FOMDC please ring Richard Leech on 01622 741463 or email: 

fomdc@btinternet.com 

 

You can find out more about HOST at www.hostcommunity.wordpress.com and contact them at 

hostcommunity@btinternet.com  
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