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“We are all Theologians”

A very, very short introduction 
to theology

The Task for this evening…
Key questions to consider: What is theology? Why 
should theology concern us? What has theology got 
to do with life group leaders? What has theology got 
to do with life group members? How do we do 
theology in life group?

Key areas to consider: An overview of what theology 
is and a consideration of its importance. An 
overview of the tools of theology. An overview of 
‘narrative theology’ and how it aids our interpretation 
of the Bible. A consideration of what this means for 
my life group.

What is theology?

Theos:  God
Logos: Reason
Literally to reason about God.  To think 
about God.  To talk about God.

What is theology?
Biblical theology
Systematic theology
Feminist theology
Liberation theology
Sacramental theology
Applied theology
Patristic theology
Postmodern theology
Natural theology
Mystical theology

Sin
Church (ecclesiology)
The person of Christ 
(Christology)
Soteriology (salvation)
Eschatology (end things)
God (Trinity)
Revelation
Scripture
Faith and Reason
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“No one who reflects on life’s questions can 
escape theology. And anyone who reflects on 
life’s ultimate questions - including questions 

about God and our relationship with God – is a 
theologian.”

- Who needs Theology? Stanley Grenz

What is theology?

Orthodoxy:  Right belief
Orthopraxy: Right behaviour

Theology is concerned with both

What is theology?
Theos:  God
Logos: Reason
Literally to reason about God.  To think
about God.  To talk about God.

Key Questions:  
How do we talk about God?
How do we know our interpretation of the Bible 
is the correct one?

A brief activity…

Find 2 Corinthans 5.21.  In pairs/groups 
read the text and discuss what it means.
Consider the process on how you worked 
out it’s meaning.

The Road To Emmaus

A framework for theology in 
life groups

The Sources of Theology

(v.27) And beginning with the Moses and all the 
prophets, he explained to them what was said in all 
the scriptures concerning himself.
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The Sources of Theology

Wesleyan Quadrilateral :  Scripture, 
tradition, reason and experience.

Sources of theology
Scripture

Tradition

Reason

Experience Theology

Interpretation of Scripture

Hermeneutics: the science and art of 
reading, especially applied to the science 
and art of reading and interpreting the 
Bible. One’s “hermeneutic” refers to an 
individual’s overall approach to the Bible 
— as in covenant approaches, 
dispensational approaches, postmodern 
approaches, liberation approaches, and 
feminist approaches.

Hermeneutics 

The lenses through which we read the 
Bible:

The Narrative of Scripture

Act One: Creation
Act Two:  Fall
Act Three: Redemption initiated
Act Four: The coming of the King
Act Five: Proclaiming the Kingdom
Act Six: Return of the King  

Theology takes place in 
community

"Theology is a community 
affair" -Jurgen Moltmann
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Historical Theology

The Patristic Period, c. 100-451
The Middle ages and Renaissance, c. 
1050-1500
The Reformation and post-reformation 
period c. 1500-1750
The Modern Period c. 1750 – present
Post-modern Period 

Theology leads us to worship

2 Corinthians 5v18-21

18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 
19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting men's sins against them. And he has 
committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We are 
therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on 
Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made him 
who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 

Theology challenges us to an 
Ethical life

"Theology is a community 
affair" -Jurgen Moltmann 

Orthopraxy

The Lord’s table – who is invited at the 
messianic banquet?
The Lukan Narrative:  Acts 4.
Living in Act 5. 
The church is the stage where God’s 
drama is played out.


