
 

 

HOST Christian Community 

Mission - Mission shapes our community.  

As friends of ‘Maidstone Christian Care’ we serve and worship God by supporting the vulnerable.  

Mission is the heart beat of God for ‘God is Love’.  Mission is essentially the nature of the Church.  

 ‘Love your neighbour as you love yourself’ 

Mission is for the whole of Creation.  Mission is the reason for the Incarnation. Mission is for the 

poor, for the environment, for the lost, fighting for justice, for the broken, for the voiceless, for the 

faithless, for the powerless, for the weak, for the oppressed – for all Creation. Mission pours the 

Kingdom of God into the world.  Mission draws us to the places where the Kingdom is breaking in. 

‘Let your kingdom come; let your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven’ 

Mission converts and transforms us as we see our creative God at work in places and people we did 

not expect and in ways we have not encountered.  The Missional God re-converts us as we bring the 

Gospel into new locations seeing the message afresh. 

Evangelism is an invitation to join Jesus in mission. 

 

Eat - Eating is at the heart of our community. 

We eat together every week. 

Jesus ate with tax collectors, ‘sinners’ and outcasts.  Jesus fed 5000 with loaves and fishes.  Jesus ate 

with Priests and Pharisees.  Jesus ate with women. Jesus told stories and parables about banquets.  

Jesus ate Passover with his disciples.  Jesus ate a final supper with his disciples sharing his life 

through bread and wine.  The Risen Jesus made and ate breakfast with his disciples on the shores of 

the Sea of Tiberius.  The Risen Jesus shared a meal with his disciples as they journeyed to Emmaus.  

The first Christian community ate together as part of their worship and community. 

Jesus gathered a new community around a meal.  

This meal gathers us around Jesus. 

It reminds us who we are and what we are called to do.  A meal where all are welcome, a meal that 

builds relationship, a meal that offers us a glimpse of the Kingdom of God amongst us, a meal where 

Jesus is present, a meal that is subversive, a meal that speaks of hope, peace, healing and New 

Creation; a meal that at its heart is missional 

 

Laugh - We laugh… a lot! 

Laughter breaks down barriers, keeps our feet on the ground, builds relationship, forms family. 



 

 

At the table is laughter – so much laughter, sharing of stories, sharing of lives.  Good food, good 

wine, good company = laughter!  

Did I tell you about the time when……   

Laughter gives us permission to cry. 

Cry - We share each other’s sorrow and doubt.   

‘Jesus wept’ 

Life brings heartbreak and pain.  This is a journey travelled together.   

‘Happy are those who cry now for you will laugh’ 

 

Pray - Prayer changes us.  

Prayer builds relationship with God.  Prayer is an oasis for refreshment and healing.  Prayer re-

invigorates faith, dissolves fear and ignites imagination. 

Prayer places us and others into the presence of God. 

 

Scripture - Scripture teaches our community and is read in company. 

These ancient texts are breathed into life by the Spirit of God. 

Scripture tells us the story of God in Christ from Creation to New Creation.  Scripture gives witness to 

Jesus, his life, work, teaching – his death, resurrection, ascension and continuing presence.  Scripture 

was written in community, for community and is read with community throughout the centuries and 

around the world.  

 Scripture confuses and yet illumines. 

Scripture is sharp as a double edged sword and yet brings healing.   

Scripture is our shared history and heritage in God.  

As we read it we learn together.  As we discuss it the story of God takes root in our life.  As we 
mediate on it the voice of God guides us.  
 
 

 
Resources that have helped us 
 
The Shaping of Things to come – Hirsch and Frost 
The Lost Message of Jesus – Chalke and Mann 
A Generous Orthodoxy – McLaren, B 
Lent for Everyone – Wright, T 
The Passion – BBC DVD 
The Chrysalis – Alan Jamieson  
The Drama of Scripture – Bartholomew, C  



 

 

Mere Christianity – Lewis, C, S 
Mass Culture –  Ward, P (Ed) 


